
Scenes: 4 simple Activities
1. Describe a Scene
One of the most common uses of 
scenes in the ESL classroom is 
description. If you are teaching the kind 
of class that requires you to present 
prearranged “targets” for students you 
may have seen this. It often involves 
students looking at an image and 
describing what is happening in it. The 
most common and perhaps boring type 
is strict drill practice in which students 
simply look and speak. For more 
interesting and interactive usage 
though, try giving them the picture for a 
brief moment and ask them to try and 
remember what is happening in the 
scene. This gets the students thinking 
abut the picture and not about the 
grammar or terms they should be 
using. Take that idea and run with it in 
your own class. 

2. Ambiguous Photo
Notice that some of these pictures are 
a bit dark? What’s going to happen 
when you try to print them out? Or 
when you photocopy them? Yep, 
they’re going to get darker and less 
clear. Great! 

Most of the time we don’t have the 
luxury of high quality color printers in 

our schools or workplaces. (Wouldn’t it 
be nice if we did?) So work around the 
challenge. Images that are dark and 
hard to see are great for speculative 
exercises. 

Students could use the images to 
make guesses about what is 
happening in the photo. 

I think they’re in a school.
They might be making food.

3. Story Telling
One of my favorite uses of scenes is 
story telling. What happened before 
this photo was taken? What happens 
next. If this is a scene in a movie, 
what’s it all about? Who are the 
characters and why are they doing 
whatever it is they are doing? (There 
are a number of illustrated images like 
this on the “comics” page of My 
English Images.)

4. Enter the Scene
Talking about the people in a picture is 
one thing but how much more 
interesting would it be to step into the 
picture yourself. Several of the images 
here are of places but with no people. 
The teacher can direct students to 

imagine or draw themselves into the 
scene and tell others about it. The 
more exotic or interesting the image 
the more interesting the stories may 
become. A great variation on this idea 
is to tell students you are in the photo 
but hiding. They might ask you where 
you are, behind the car? or on the roof 
of a building? 

More images: 
The images here are a sample of 
scenes you could use in your classes. 
If you like drawing and photography 
like I do, try making your own original 
images to suit your class needs. Go 
outside and take some photos around 
town. Personalized images of your city 
are a great way to make their usage 
more interesting for students. 
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